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             Online Testing in Virginia 
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Paper tests:    1,058,623   (39%) 
Online tests:  1,646,614    (61%) 
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Phase-Out of Paper/Pencil 

Testing 
• Language in the Appropriations Act 

requires that all Standards of Learning 

(SOL) tests be administered online by: 

  
• 2010-2011 for all high schools 

 

• 2011-2012  for all middle schools 

 

• 2012-2013 for all elementary schools 
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C/T 3-5.8  

• Produce documents demonstrating the ability 

 to edit, reformat, and integrate various software 

 tools.  

 

• Use technology tools for individual and 

 collaborative writing, communication, and 

 publishing activities.  

 

•        All Technology SOL available at: 

•http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_do

cs/computer_technology/index.shtml  

  

Technology Standards 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/computer_technology/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/computer_technology/index.shtml
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4 -12 Writing 
2010 English SOL 

• Provide students with opportunities to compose 

using computer technology 

 

• Teaching writing is an expectation of every grade, 

not only “tested” grades 

 

• Self- and peer-editing opportunities for students are 

essential 
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9-12 Writing 
2010 English SOL 

• Argumentative, persuasive, and analytical writing is 

emphasized in 11th and 12th grades 

 

• Students should be able to produce a sound 

argument, address counterclaims, provide sound 

reasoning, and come to a just conclusion 

 

• Teachers need to stress “real life” writing 

opportunities~ not merely literary analysis 
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Online Writing Web Page 

• http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_doc

s/english/2010/online_writing/index.shtml  

 

• Sample lesson plans aligned to the 2010 English 

Standards of Learning 

• Plans divided into grade bands: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12 

• Focus is on writing process and expository and 

persuasive writing 

• Lessons provided are part of the new English 

Enhanced Scope and Sequence available in fall 2012 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/index.shtml
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ESS Lesson Plans 
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Writing Resources 

Downloadable Writing Process graphic  
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Writing Resources 
• The National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) 

writing Web page  

 

• ReadWriteThink  

 

• http://learner.org/index.html Video workshops for 

teachers that provide practical advice for teaching 

writing  

 

• National Writing Project a collection of writing 

resources for teachers   

 

• Keyboarding Methodology Instructional Guide for 

Teachers and Administrators (currently being revised) 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/home_files/leaving/redirect.cfm?url=http://www.ncte.org/search?q=Writing
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/home_files/leaving/redirect.cfm?url=http://www.ncte.org/search?q=Writing
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/home_files/leaving/redirect.cfm?url=http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://learner.org/index.html
http://www.doetest.vi.virginia.gov/home_files/leaving/redirect.cfm?url=http://www.nwp.org/
http://www.cteresource.org/downloads/3/Keyboarding_Gd.pdf
http://www.cteresource.org/downloads/3/Keyboarding_Gd.pdf
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Graphic Organizers 

• Clustering  

• Process  

• Comparison / Contrast  

• Order Importance  

• Sensory Chart  

• Connected Relationships  

• Persuasive Paper Checklist  

 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/graphic_organizers/clustering.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/graphic_organizers/process.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/graphic_organizers/comparison_contrast.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/graphic_organizers/order_importance.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/graphic_organizers/sensory_chart.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/graphic_organizers/connected_relationships.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/graphic_organizers/persuasive_paper_checklist.pdf
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SOL Progression Charts 

Writing 
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SOL Progression Charts 

Grammar 
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SOL Writing Blueprints 
Grades 5,8, and end-of-course 
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SOL Writing Tests 

• All SOL writing tests online begin spring 2013 

 

• Field Test - Short Paper for all (5, 8, EOC)  

Feb 13 – April 6 

 

• MC/TEI items field test March 12  –  April 6 

 

• Regular paper-pencil test March 7 
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Online Writing Practice Tool 

• Online Writing Practice Tool is available on 

the Online Writing Resources page at: 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standard

s_docs/english/2010/online_writing/index.sht

ml  

 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/index.shtml
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VDOE Writing Practice Tool 
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VDOE Writing Practice Tool 

Typing Tools 

Progress Bar 

Current Line 

Location 

Typing Tools 
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VDOE Writing Practice Tool 
Spell Check 
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VDOE Writing Practice Tool 
Copy/Paste from Notepad 

Use short 

cut tools 

to 

copy/paste 
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VDOE Writing Practice Tool 
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VDOE Writing Practice Tool 

Tips 
• **Certain contractions and proper nouns may 

be identified as incorrectly spelled when they 

are spelled correctly.  Instruct students to 

use their best judgment when deciding 

whether a word is spelled correctly.** 

 

• Students should not double space. There are 

52 lines of text are available; watch progress 

bar. 
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VDOE Writing Practice Tool 

Tips 

 

• Text is saved as HTML. 

 

• In order to edit saved text, it must be copied 

into Word format. 

 

•  When leaving the writing practice tool, 

always choose the 3rd selection. 

 

 232

3 
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VDOE Writing Practice Tool 

Tips 
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VDOE Writing Practice Tool 

Manual 
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FAQ Writing Field Test 

Q.  May students use scratch paper? 

A. Scratch paper may be used on both the MC/TEI and the short-paper 

components. Scratch paper must be of a single color and blank. 

Examiners must keep track of all scratch paper, ensure that it is all 

collected and accounted for before students are dismissed from the 

testing session.  

 

Q. How much time may students have? 

A. The Writing Field Test must be administered within one school day. 

 

Q. May dictionaries be used? 

A. No, students have access to spell check.  No dictionaries are 

permitted. 
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FAQ Writing Field Test 
Q. Who will participate in the writing field test? 

A. Students who will complete classes in the spring semester requiring 

the Grade 5, Grade 8, or EOC Writing SOL test will participate in the 

online Writing field test. 

 

Q. What accommodations will be available? 

A.  Read-aloud CANNOT be created for the short-paper portion of the 

test. Several prompts will be assigned to each test session; 

therefore,  an examiner may read the Checklist for Writers to the 

group but must read each student’s prompt individually at the 

student’s workstation.  

 

A.  Any student who must take a paper/pencil test due to a documented 

need, or who requires large-print or Braille format, is exempt from 

taking the Writing field test. 
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FAQ Writing Field Test 
Q. What keyboarding resources are available? 

A.  The Keyboarding Methodology Instructional Guide for Teachers and 

Administrators available on the Writing Online Web page is being 

updated and will contain keyboarding resources. 

 

Q. Will the writing tests be scored by hand? 

A.  The writing tests will be scored using the current procedure. All 

papers are read by at least two readers, with the student’s score for 

each domain being the total of the score assigned by both readers. 

Tests are scored by trained scorers, not by artificial intelligence. 

 

Q. How soon will schools receive scores? 

A. This is a field test and scores will not be reported back to schools. 

 

Q. Where are the rubrics? 

A.  The rubrics are available in the Writing blueprints. 

 

 

http://www.cteresource.org/downloads/3/Keyboarding_Gd.pdf
http://www.cteresource.org/downloads/3/Keyboarding_Gd.pdf
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FAQ Writing Field Test 
Q. What  kind of prompts will be used? 

A.  The SOL Writing Assessment is an invitation to write. Grades 5 and 

8 do not have a specified mode of writing.  **The End-of-course 

prompt is persuasive.** 

 

Q. Will there be a character or word count limit?  If so, what? 

A. There are 52 lines of text available on the SOL Online Writing 

assessment, which correlates to the previous amount of space 

given. 

 

Q. Are grade 8 and EOC students required to write 5 paragraphs? 

A. There has never been a specified number of paragraphs required on 

the SOL writing assessments. 
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FAQ Writing Field Test 

Q. Will students have access to a thesaurus? 

A. As with the previous SOL writing assessments, students may not 

use a thesaurus. 

 

 

Q. Will students be able to make up the writing field test? 

A.  A student may be offered an opportunity to take a make-up field test 

if he is absent on the scheduled test date. Make-up testing sessions, 

however, are not required. Should a make-up test be offered, the 

student will be given the same field test that was offered to the other 

students in his/her level or course on the regularly scheduled 

testing date. No alternate form for any Writing field test is available. 
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Contact Information 

Virginia Department of 

Education 

Tracy Fair Robertson 
English Coordinator 

Tracy.Robertson@doe.virginia.gov  

804-371-7585 

 

Thomas Santangelo 
Elementary English Specialist 

Thomas.Santagelo@doe.virginia.gov 

804-225-3203 

 

Jackie Kelley 
English Specialist 

Jacquelyn.Kelley@doe.virginia.gov 

804-786-2484 

 

Assessment Office 
Student_assessment@doe.virginia.gov  

804-225-2102 

 

mailto:Tracy.Robertson@doe.virginia.gov
mailto:Thomas.Santagelo@doe.virginia.gov
mailto:Jacquelyn.Kelley@doe.virginia.gov
mailto:Student_assessment@doe.virginia.gov

